NEW RULE CHANGES FROM LITTLE LEAGUE

 INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

ITEM 7 – AFFECTS REGULATION VI – PITCHERS – BASEBALL (A)

(EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY)

(a) Any player on a regular season team may pitch. Exception: Any player, who has played the position of catcher for four (4) or more innings in a game, is not eligible to pitch on that calendar day.

Synopsis: This would prohibit catchers from moving to the pitcher position in an effort to prevent arm injuries.

ITEM 10 – AFFECT RULE 1.07 – SENIOR AND BIG LEAGUE SOFTBALL

(EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY)

1.07 – The pitcher’s plate shall be a rectangular slab of whitened rubber 24 inches by 6 inches. It shall be set in the ground as shown in Diagrams 1 and 2, so that the distance between the front side of the pitcher’s plate and home base (the rear point of home plate) shall be – (1) Minor League: 35 feet; (2) Little League (Majors) and Junior League: 40 feet; (3) Senior and Big League: 43 feet.


Synopsis: This would mandate Senior and Big League softball players to pitch from 43 feet.

ITEM 11- AFFECTS RULE 2.00 – ALL SOFTBALL DIVISIONS

(EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY)

Bunt is a batted ball not swung at but intentionally met with the bat and tapped slowly. Holding the bat in the strike zone is considered an attempted bunt. In order to take a pitch, the batter must withdraw the bat backwards away from the ball. (Tee Ball: Bunts are not permitted. Batters are not permitted to take a half-swing. If the umpire feels the batter is taking a half-swing, the batter may be called back to swing again.)

Synopsis: This would redefine the “Bunt” and mandate batters to remove the bat from the strike zone in order to take a pitch.

ITEM 12- AFFECTS RULE 6.09 (B) – MAJOR LEAGUE SOFTBALL 

(EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY)


The batter becomes a runner when – 

(b) Major/Junior/Senior/Big League: the third strike called by the umpire is not caught, providing (1) first base is unoccupied or (2) first base is occupied with two out. NOTE: A batter forfeits the opportunity to advance to first base when he/she enters the dugout or any other dead ball area.

Synopsis: This would allow Major League Softball players to begin learning batter/runner skills at an earlier division and align Little League’s rule with other softball organizations.
ITEM 13 – AFFECTS RULE 7.08 (A) (5) – MAJOR LEAGUE SOFTBALL

(EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY)


Any runner is out when – 

(a) (5) Major Division: the runner fails to keep contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball has been released by the pitcher on the delivery. (NOTE: a local league may adopt a rule that requires the runner to keep in contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball has been batted or reaches the batter, or be called out.)

(b) Minor League/Tee Ball: the runner fails to keep in contact with the base to which that runner is entitled until the ball has been batted or reaches the batter.

Synopsis: This would allow Major League Softball players to begin learning the catcher position and skills at an earlier division and align Little League’s stealing rule with other softball organization’s.

ITEM 14 – AFFECTS RULE 8.03 (C) – JUNIOR, SENIOR, AND BIG LEAGUE SOFTBALL

(EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY)

(c) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, all pitches must be legally delivered to the batter.

Synopsis: This would mandate a pitcher to throw four balls to walk a batter.

